
END OF SEASON AWARDS
PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
COLONIAL LIFE INSURANCE
SHOUT OUTS
INTERNAL JOB LISTING 

WHAT YOU'LL FIND INSIDE:

THE SUN VALLEY EXPERIENCE
MARCH 2022

“SnowSports had a great 21/22 winter season and we 

experienced tremendous growth in numerous ways!

A lot of our team members took on new roles and 

brought their passion for skiing/snowboarding and 

teaching to SnowSports. Our supervisors, trainers, 

instructors and desk staff all contributed to a successful 

season. Even with the challenges of COVID, every 

SnowSports team member provided the best customer 

experience.

We were also so excited for the opportunity to start the 

Employee Learn to Ski Program! This program provided 

an opportunity for employees to learn or improve their 

skiing/snowboarding skills. More than just providing 

lessons, they were a great way for us to get to know more 

employees from other departments.

As we start to wrap up this season, we are reflecting on 

what we have learned and what we can do to make next 

season even better. We are so proud and appreciative of 

our entire SnowSports team!”

SnowSports 

By: Tony Parkhill & Laila Pailet

Department Highlight

 Front page photos courtsey of Nicky Elsbree



Alex Vogt 

Village Station Manager
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 Heart and Soul Award: This nominee is someone who exudes the Sun Valley spirit and embodies our brand 

pillars. They are the heart and soul of our areas and infect those around them with their spirit.

End of Season Awards 

Amanda Lamb 

Chef River Run 

Beth Willis 

Guest Services Dollar Mtn. 

Brock Castle 

 Dollar Mtn. Lifts Supervisor 

Elipido (Pete) Aguilar 

Grounds 

Hayley Laundry

Lift Ops - Bald Mtn. 

Kathryn Graves 

Pete Lane's 

Jose Gomez 

Housing Housekeeping Supervisor 

Julio Watanabe Zavala 

Spa Receptionist

Sandra Avila 

Front Desk Manager 
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Leadership Winners

Alex last year managed 45 holes of Golf and the team responsible for 

its care and Maintenance all season long with a fraction of the staff 

necessary. The participation and financial outcome exceeded 

expectations. This year Alex has accepted the Challenge of Interim 

Grooming Manager, filling an unexpected mid-season vacancy. He has 

done so admirably and effectively. Alex is highly respected and admired 

by those who report to him and all of us that work with him every day. 

Both A great leader and manager.

Alex Bliss - Golf Grounds Manager

This year the Sun Valley Ski Patrol faced more than our share of 

adversity in a year with more rookie patrollers than in any 

previous season. Brett Williams as a first year supervisor stepped 

up and not only showed the rookies how we do the job, he also held 

us together while we struggled with the difficult events we faced. He 

has earned the respect of the new patrollers by leading by example. 

He built the respect from the veteran patrollers by maintaining an 

even keel and offering his friendship and calm leadership 

throughout this trying season.

A solid, empathetic leader. 

Brett has done an incredible job as a leader this season, let alone 

during times that have been unusually hard for our team. He is 

always available to listen and listens authentically. He also leads by 

example and shows concern for each member of the ski patrol. 

Brett Williams - Ski Patrol Supervisor 

Stephanie Schmidt is the true leader in the snowsports school with 

exemplary communication skills, interpersonal skills, and her 

commitment as a supervisor to the instructors and her job is 

irreplaceable. She says hello, how was your day, and smiles at 

every employee that walks by. I think she deserves the recognition 

and honor for this award as an incredible role model for all those 

working by her and with her. 

Stephanie deserve both awards. Not only is she kind and caring to 

everyone she meets, she is one heck of a boss lady! She is 

spectacular at her job and assigning instructors to lessons based on 

knowing everything about everyone! She is the best leader because

she gets to know everyone a personal level and it really reflects in 

her professional life.

Stephanie Schmidt - SnowSports Supervisor 
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Accident insurance
Cancer insurance
Critical illness insurance
Disability insurance (*not available for seasonal)
Hospital confinement indemnity insurance (*not 
available for seasonal)
Dental Insurance
Life Insurance

REMINDER!!
The enrollment period for the Voluntary Benefits with 
Colonial Life ends on March 31st!

If you are interested in applying to any of the voluntary 
insurance options below, please access the link: 
https://flimp.live/sunvalleycompany. 

If you have any questions please Contact Caroline 
Poole at 208-622-2078 or email cpoole@sunvalley.com

Bald Mountain 
Closing Weekend

Let’s celebrate the final weekend of Bald Mountain in 

full spring style! Join us at the base of Warm Springs.

 

April 16th -  Join us for the annual “Baldy Bash” street 

party! Live music from Piston Bullies begins at 2:30pm, 

with headliner Casio Dreams keeping the party rolling 

from 4:00-5:30pm.

April 17th - See you on the hill to celebrate another 

incredible season in Sun Valley! Outdoor BBQ and bar 

will be available at the base of Warm Springs, along 

with live music from DJ Marlin from 12-4pm. As 

always, costumes encouraged!

SV Winter 21/22 Employee Photo Contest
Thank you to everyone that submitted their photos for the contest.  There were some amazing entries and just

proves that we have some very talented staff.  The Winners for each category are listed below. Congratulations!!

Our Valley - Jim Grossman

Employees at Play 

Mariano Benavides 

Employees at Work - Jennifer Oliver 

Best Overall - Elmar Ebrahim

https://flimp.live/sunvalleycompany
https://flimp.live/sunvalleycompany
https://flimp.live/sunvalleycompany
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Thanks to those who helped with Appreciation Week activities: Meghan Myrick- extra thanks for her efforts in pulling off the 

week. Jack Sabbach & Billy for driving the shuttles, Opera House (Ed Summe) and the judges (Tim, Kat & Therese)

 

Thank you to Wally Rothgeb for organizing the Paralympics team – he was the original contact for the group and did a great 

job driving it forward. The whole team was ecstatic about their time here.

 

Big thank you to Jack Wolfe for filling in to help run the housing Super Bowl event when the event coordinator called out 

sick. Thanks Jack!

 

Stephanie Schmidt has done a great job growing the connection between sales and SnowSports events!

 

Laila Pailet has stepped into a huge role and has handled it masterfully. She has also been a key driver behind rolling out the 

Employee Learn to Ski program. Great work, Laila!

 

Kimmy Drummund’s support of the Mountain Masters program has really helped it grow. Thank you Kimmy for your efforts! 

 

Shout out to Whitney Kenepp and her incredible ability to work with customers & hire and retain a crew! Not an easy job, but 

she’s excelling at it.

 

Thank you to Aaron Fabish for keeping things rolling in the field. It’s been a big year for SnowSports!

 

Thank you to Olivia Talley for her relentless effort in getting the Paralympics team booked at Sun Valley. She found a way to 

make it happen!

 

Huge thanks to Chloe Robinson for sharing vehicles with front desk team during peak times. Your teamwork is greatly 

appreciated!

 

Hats off to Jenna Vagias for helping facilitate the USA Women’s Gold Medal Hockey Watch Party and all the thankless work 

behind the scenes. The event was a great success…even if it didn’t have the desired outcome

 

Justin Cambier recognized Chloe Robinson for her flexibility with sharing banquet vehicles and also sharing her knowledge 

and expertise about J1 year-long training programs. She was very helpful creating the training plans for two potential interns.

 

Tony Parkhill thanked Dennis Harper for creating a great product 

and working with the elements to keep the runs in great condition

 

The mountain restaurant staff and managers worked incredibly 

hard over the busy weekend, especially at Dollar (Angel, Sadie, 

Grayson, Kat)

 

Sincere praise and gratitude to the Ski Patrol team for responding to  

incidents in such a calm and compassionate way. Thank you also to 

Mike Fitzpatrick for calming guests and checking in on the status of 

the patrollers & yellow jackets. 

 

Mayra Gomez and Cecilia Gil did a phenomenal job staying 

organized and calm through a very challenging weekend, especially 

in preparation for the Lodge I remodel

 

Leadership Team Shout Outs! 
MARCH 2022

Photos of the Early Up Ski/Breakfast for monthly 
recognition



Let's Celebrate!! - 1st Quarter R&R

Sam Cochran & the Dollar rental team: the elevator was down last week 

so team had to carry 400 some pairs of skis up and down the stairs. 

Great work to the whole team!

 

Rachel Williams, John Oscadal, Lauren Bourgeau, Michael Desler – for 

helping with the last minute requests that SKI Mag had

 

Lauren Bourgeau & Jenna Vagias & Nicole Jorgenson: for expanding the 

SheJumps event to a whole suite of activities surrounding the 

International Women’s Day

 

Amanda Lamb and Heather Anderson for helping security get a guest out 

of the elevator at River Run during power outage. They got the ladder and 

helped remove the hatch and place it for the guest to get out.

 

AFT March Birthdays

5 Years

Nicholas Wilson, F&B

Victor Robles-Martinez, Maintenance

Tracy Harper, Spa

10 Years

Alex Bliss, Golf

15 Years

Kara Kissel, Retail

20 Years 

Cecilia Gil - Housekeeping

Leadership Team Shout Out continued.....

Karri Adams, Matthew Baxandall, Elicia Briggs, Alison Enoch, Nathan Farris, Pat Fisk,           

Jennifer Fox, Kathryn Glazener,  Matthew Glover, Jose Gomez, Tina Gross, Robert

Kucher, Maya McCullough, Whitney Movius, Ryan Mullahy, Meghan Myrick,          

 Kevin Neaman, Judy Nielsen, Tim Parsons, Nicholas Raffety, Veronica Rheinhart,  

 Rachel Schneider, Jennifer Stern,  Emanuel Unzue, Judi Verge, Elia Villagomez, Morgan

Weber, Ashley Wedlake, Michelle West, Rodney Wilson

 

Happy Happy Birthday!!!

MARCH 2022


