
The 2021-22 Sun Valley Grooming Team consists of 9 senior skilled operators who returned for another year and 11 drivers
who are just getting their first year in a snowcat. There are 4 new snowcats this year in the grooming fleet including:

1.One Pisten Bulley 600 winch
2.Three Prinoth Bison Stage 5 snowcats

This brings our fleet up to 8 snowcats allowing for the magic (it’s really skill and not magic at all) to happen every night while our
guests are enjoying their time off the slopes.

There are two crews (Swing and Graveyard shifts) that drive during the night. The operators/drivers contend with beautiful
sunsets and sunrises, stormy weather, our uphiller/downhill users, man-made snow and lots of other things to keep every night
interesting. Hats off to the snowcat mechanics as without the mechanics the job of a snowcat operator would be even tougher.

New this year was the installation of a wood snowfence on skier’s right side of Broadway face. This snowfence has helped catch
snow on Broadway Face allowing the slope to be open and with better conditions than in previous years.

Additional work performed this summer was some small tree thinning on the skier’s right side of Lower River Run. This is a
popular section of the runs and the thinning allowed for more open spaces.

Ongoing forest Health work took place this summer in numerous areas.  Between Holiday and Canyon was a significant
thinning project as was the section between Upper River Run and Blue Grouse. Both of these areas now have fabulous glade
skiing.

The Sun Valley Grooming Team prides itself on the quality and quantity of the groomed runs it produces on a nightly basis. To
be named as the best groomed resort in North America by Ski Magazine is a well-deserved honor for the men and women who
make up the Grooming Team here at Sun Valley. Their knowledge and experience is put to good use and results in a level of
snow surface that our guests and staff come to expect on a regular basis. The next time you are out riding on Sun Valley’s
perfect corduroy tilt your hat to the team who make up the best grooming crew in North America!

The Sun Valley Experience

Sun Valley Grooming Team 
By Jeff Walters, Grooming Manager 

January 2022



Beginning 1/1/22, Grand America Hotels & Resorts will increase its match from 100% of the first 4% you
contribute to 100% of the first 6% you contribute.

NEW Increased Match in the Grand America Hotels & Resorts
Capital Accumulation Plan

 Effective January 1st, 2022, the company is pleased to announce an enhanced match for the Grand America Hotels &
Resorts Capital Accumulation Plan. We are proud to lead the industry, and I personally hope you take advantage of this
amazing opportunity to invest in your financial future.

 What does this mean for you? 

Don’t Miss Out!
 You must contribute at least 6% to receive the increased match. It’s like getting “free money!” If you can’t contribute 6% right
now, consider increasing your contribution by at least 1%, you’ll be surprised what a big difference it can make.

 Update your current contributions on www.NetBenefits.com: Choose Contributions from the Quick Links dropdown

 If you have questions, please contact Fidelity at 800-835-5097, 8:30 am to 8:30 pm Monday through Friday, ET.

 Sincerely,
 Bruce T. Fery
 CEO, Chairman Grand America Hotels & Resorts

Retail Receiving is a small but mighty team, located up at the old
Elkhorn golf club house. The team is made up of 4 receivers: Leanne
Murphy, Nancy Buxton, Wendy Bevins-Gardner and Jeff Sarchett. Retail
Receiving processes all product and hard goods you see at Brass Ranch
Village, Brass Ranch River Run, Pete Lane’s Village, Pete Lane’s at Warm
Springs + Dollar Mountain, Sun Valley Signatures, the Lodge Gift Shop,
the Nordic Center, Golf and some of the items found at the Gun Club,
Tennis Center and Stables. We just wrapped up our busiest time of the
year- holiday receiving. Given the current supply chain constraints and
the growth in demand at all of our retail outlets, our holiday receiving
season was longer than usual this year, lasting from September
through December. During this time period we received over 2,500
boxes and 15+ pallets of goods. Everything that comes through our
doors has to be inspected, tagged and repackaged to then be
transported to the stores. A massive shout out and thanks to Eric
Chizum and Deron Hagberg, our delivery drivers who then took all
these boxes from Elkhorn and distributed them to all the retail outlets.
As we wrap up a busy year, we look forward to an even busier 2022.
Endless gratitude and thanks to Leanne, Nancy, Wendy and Jeff! 

Department Highlight - Retail Receiving
By Kate Cordeniz, Retail Operations Manager

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/2hUnCPNGR1h51wJgH1e3av?domain=click.fidelityinvestments.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/2hUnCPNGR1h51wJgH1e3av?domain=click.fidelityinvestments.com


Our international staff make up only 13.58% of our winter staff but their presence is felt
100%. The Work & Travel program is for University students enrolled full-time in their home
country. They use their summer break to come here and work. During their stay, they get to
learn about US culture as well as share their own. They work on improving their English, and
they are able to travel to the USA for up to three weeks after their last day of work. The
program is outstanding and so incredibly beneficial to everyone involved. This season we
have Work & Travel participants from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, & Peru. On our staff
of international this winter, we have future Clinical & Mental Health professionals, Graphic
Designers, Communication Specialists, Hotel Managers, Lawyers, Architect, International
Business majors, Brain Surgeon, mechanical engineers, Teaches…and so many more. 

Here are some of the reasons people gave when asked why they want to return to Sun Valley:

“I'd like to enjoy once again the experience in Sun Valley, I've been there 3 times, but is never
enough. Forever Idahome.”

“I want to return to Sun Valley because I experienced things that I had never experienced before and
will never forget. Now that I am older I can do things much better than my first time and improve in
some aspects. Furthermore, Sun Valley is a great place and has very charismatic people that are
able to help you around their possibilities. I really recommend this program because you can live a
very different life than you are used to. Also you can make of friends of other countries including
other continents.”

“When I went to Sun Valley two years ago, I was instantly stunned not only by the beautiful views
and places, but by the incredible community of people that works hard to maintain that positive
aura all the time. Everywhere I went, I encountered kindness and care on the hearts of not only my
bosses and coworkers, but also by those who were just visiting the resort. I want to enjoy those
things all over again and also use this experience to work hard in order to gain money, improve my
resume, grow my friend's circle, take amazing photos and shoot some videos that are useful cause I
study audiovisual and I´m working on a travelling blog, and also to do activities I can´t do in my
home country like snowboarding or hiking.”

Work & Travel Program 
by Meghan Myrick, Employee Service Manager





Recipe from Staff - Asian Chicken & Cabbage Salad  
From the kitchen of Gina Bennett

This is a recipe that I started making several years ago and is a wonderful light dinner and great for
lunches as well.  I use rotisserie chicken or left over chicken breast, this salad would also be great with
shrimp or sliced leftover pork chops.

Ingredients
Makes 4 servings
1 red jalapeño or Fresno chile with some seeds, chopped
1/3 cup vegetable oil
1/4 cup fresh lime juice
2 tablespoons reduced-sodium soy sauce
2 teaspoons light brown sugar
1 teaspoon fish sauce (such as nam pla or nuoc nam)
1 teaspoon grated peeled ginger
Kosher salt
1/2 small head of red cabbage, thinly sliced (about 5 cups)
2 medium carrots, peeled, shredded
6 scallions, whites and pale greens only, thinly sliced
3 cups shredded rotisserie chicken
1 cup baby spinach, thinly sliced
1/3 cup chopped fresh cilantro
1/4 cup chopped dry-roasted peanuts
1/2 teaspoons toasted sesame seeds

Whisk chile, oil, lime juice, soy sauce, brown sugar, fish sauce, and ginger in a large bowl; season with
salt. Add cabbage, carrots, scallions, chicken, spinach, and cilantro; toss to coat. Top with peanuts and
sesame seeds.

Like what you see?  Want to be featured?  Send photos and brief
description to gbennett@sunvalley.com Thank You for your

contributions!



Thank you, Therese Magner, for your thoughtfulness and sincerity in planning an amazing event for Brent Gillett and Mark
DeBree’s 40th SV anniversary. 

 
Mike Davis recognized the entire mountain department for their work on getting the mountain operational. Baldy went from

zero to 100 (two runs to almost the entire mountain) in a matter of three days. A full team effort! 
 

Corey Allen thanked Michael Franco & Sean Creasman for their effort in getting Dollar operational. They faced a number of
challenges but persevered through it.

 
Thank you to Ken Pratt, Eric Titus and Chris Critser for putting together extra meals for the mountain team who couldn’t make

it to the employee drive thru. Jim also recognized the Inn Kitchen team for the top notch to-go program that they have
executed. Restaurant quality food to-go! 

 
Chloe acknowledged Alex Bliss for his willingness to share employees to help get events set up and covered. Special thanks to

Thayne for helping set ups out!
 

Tony Parkhill expressed his appreciation to the HR and Accounting teams for helping onboard 500+ employees this season.
Thank you also to Jeff Baer for helping get the sales technology up and running.

 
Chip Booth thanked Scott Eichel who helped organized the team and found volunteers to help pull off the Tree Lighting and

Fashion Show. Couldn’t have done it without him!
 

Stacey Timmons: Thanks to Ben Falkson and Hayden Gilmour for helping promote the Stockli Store and working with SKI Mag
to get the promotional article ready to publish.

 
Emily Vanderhoof: Sonja Huntsman brought in a large amount of winter coats for the coat drive. Huge thank you to James

South and his crew for clearing the dorm parking lot- it was getting wild out there! Often times the grounds crew doesn’t go
home for a few days as they work through the night to get the resort clear of snow. Huge thanks for their dedication!

 
 

Justin Cambier: Derrick Hill, Condo Ops Manager, has done a great job steadying out relationships with owners. He also just
passed the test to be a certified property manager…only the second in the valley to have that.

 
Emily Vanderhoof is Happy to welcome Crystal Kotzen back to the HR/Housing  team!

 
 

Brian Barth recognized Kathy Kerrick and the entire Accounting team for closing the fiscal year 2021 in just 15 days … record
time. With upcoming changes with Sinclair there is more urgency to get it done, and the team has handled extremely well.

Tony and Victor also gave shout-outs to Kathy’s team for how good they are to work with and what a spirit of partnership they
bring to our operations teams.

 
Brent Gillette Thank you to all the departments who were part of the Crescent Ski Council visit. Snowsports and Lodging, in

particular, were exceptional and made for a truly memorable trip. 
 

Tony Parkhill Shout-out to Snowsports and Mountain teams for no letup coming out of the holidays. They’ve stayed focused
and on their games.

 

Leadership Team Shout Outs. 



AFT January Birthdays
Heather Anderson, Graysen Anyan, Sandra Avila, Gary Bellinger, 

Ryan Brown, Julia Cabrera, Sean Creasman, Michael Desler, Aric Dorr, Alyssa Dwyer,
Genoveva Gomez, Sara Hoaglund, Sklyer Jensen, Andrew Johnson, Kenton Kavaky, Josue

S. Maza Rojas, Michael Muir, Andrea Munoz, Sandra Quintana Rojos, Elvira Rangel
Tinoco, Selina Roberts, Angelica Rodriguez, Patricia Romero, Brian Rudd, Alison Ruggeri,

Michael Scullion, Jesse Seldin, Ed Summe, Jose Villa Lopez, Nicholas Zelaya

Let's Celebrate!!
We want to celebrate you, our co-workers, staff and
friends.  Send us a photo or a quick blurb about
something exciting that is happening in your life. 
 Such as new baby, wedding, graduation,
engagement, running a marathon. We want to
celebrate with you and share in your joy.  

Congratulations to Grace Libby and Ashely Wedlake
from the Recreation Department.  Both got engaged
during the holidays.  Join us in wishing them the Best
of Wishes on their new adventures.  


